The Worlds We Create Transcript

This story takes place in the small town of Rockwall, Texas.
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It's one lake away from Dallas, and with 45,000 people shoved into the smallest county in the
state, it's a pretty crowded place.
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The north side of Rockwall, the rich side, is filled with suburbs, with families, and in the center of
every neighborhood is a school.
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On the north side, every street name sounds the same.
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Lake Shore, Club Lake, Lake View, Lakeside, and so on.
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Every Sunday, thousands of people flock to our local megachurch, Lake Point Baptist Church.
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Noticing a pattern?
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If it sounds like our town is boring, that's because it is.
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But let's zoom into the center of one of those neighborhoods, on Williams Middle School.
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Rockwall only has three middle schools, so they're all pretty big.
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Ours has almost 900 students, and the building is split into two floors.
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The eighth graders go to class on the first floor, the seventh graders on the second.
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Like the rest of the city, our school is incredibly boring.
FHOMDEH EELL FAF-EDERBETHRELDTY

Nothing ever really happens.
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Every day is the same.
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We'll have the occasional fight, but they're usually pretty anticlimactic and only happen every
few months.
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Every time it does, though, we catch a glimpse of how our generation actually functions, how
modern teens really socialize, and how different it is from how society was just a decade ago.
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A video of the fight will end up in dozens of group chats, posted onto TikTok and get hundreds of
views.
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Then, someone will screen record it, crop it into oblivion, and post it onto Instagram.
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Everyone talks about it for a week, and then we all forget about it.
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The accounts that post these, the social media pages, are known as tea accounts, from the
phrase, spilling the tea.
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Most people assume, from their own experience, that there are only a few of these accounts
made by just a couple of kids.
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That's what we thought at first, until we started actively searching for them.
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On mostly Instagram and TikTok, you'll see dozens of accounts with usernames like WMS.T,
WMS Gossip 2021, WMS_gossip_rumors_ship.
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In this context, the word “ship” is slang for setting up two people that aren't actually in a
relationship.
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It's usually done on places like Reddit and Discord, where fans of TV shows and movies
imagine their favorite characters together.
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People that create ship accounts are interesting.
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I've only really seen the seventh grade ones, and they're kind of weird.
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That's the president of our school student council, and part of the committee made to deal with
these accounts.
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Hottest dot at dot WMS.
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WMS underscore ship zzz.
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If you can't tell at this point, these pages don't exactly deliver quality content.
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But that doesn't seem to matter.
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People still follow them.
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| follow them all.
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They are very entertaining, and they're very entertaining.
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Almost all of these accounts are managed anonymously.
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The random people who will maybe get bored with their lives and then create a so-called gossip
account over a bunch of nonsense.
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And it's clear that the intention behind them is to stir up chaos and get internet clout.
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They rarely do.
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| also sat down with our school's guidance counselor to get her input.
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Just as an estimate, how many of these accounts do you think there are?
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Oh gosh, | have no idea.
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| only know of like five or ten, but I'm sure there's...
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We found 81 accounts for Williams just for this year.
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Just for our school?
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Just for this year.
%Eff(f@f:&)’(s?—o

Wow.
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81 just for our school just this year.
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There's an account called WMS.sleeps.
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| respect the people who made them.
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For example, WMS.sleeps.
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Do you want to see it?
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Oh, you want to see WMS.sleeps?
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No, it's really good.
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It's exactly what it sounds like.
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Just pictures of people sleeping in class.
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It might not be gossip, but the person behind the account agreed to do an interview with us.
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What is the purpose of your account?
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Like why did you create it?
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Um, | saw TikTok on it, and then they were like, | heard your school doesn't have a sleeping
account, and | was like, oh we don't, so | just made one.
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Does anybody know that you run this account?
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Um, a couple of my friends do, but like they're only my close friends.
ZAEFDERADHTHANIEZEH>TLSIFE . BolEFADHLLVRAZITGEATT,



| don't really tell anybody.
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It usually starts out just for fun, um, but | think some people are malicious and they do it to be
mean.
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| like to think that people are, that all people are nice and good and that they set up these
accounts just to have a good time and to make people aware of certain things, but it's not
always used for that.
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But there's only one way we can actually get into the heads of these kids.
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Start our own account.
-8B THIOUNEFEYIROHET,

After seeing all of these social media pages, we decided it would be fun if we just made our own
profile and posted fake gossip to see the impact it has and how it spreads through a middle
school.
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We needed a name that clearly stated what the purpose of the account was, so we landed on at
WMS Gossip Whisperer.
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The next thing we needed was actual content.
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So on our first day, we knocked on our police officer's door and asked if he would pretend to
arrest one of our AV club members for the camera.
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Surprisingly, he actually agreed.
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What did | do?
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What did | do?
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What did | do?
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Posted.
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We didn't think it would actually get anywhere, but less than 15 minutes later, we heard people
starting to talk about it.
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We told the student in the video not to tell anyone about his fake arrest.
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| just told my lawyer not to tell anybody.
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People actually believed you?
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Yeah, people actually believed me.
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The next thing we thought people would click on was a fight.
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None of us are actors, so we thought we could get by with a shaky camera, bad video quality,
and sound effects.
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So we all gathered into the empty band room, hit record, and two of us pretended to fight while
our cameraman tried his best to make it look as bad as possible.
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No, no, stop.
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Don't touch him.
RIS EENT,

No, you stop it right now.
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Posted.
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Some of us would have kids walking up to us daily to tell us how we got absolutely destroyed in
that fight, or how they didn't know we were in band.
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We were having fun with it now.
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We grabbed screenshots from random YouTube videos.
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This kid was picking his nose in Miss Watermilk's class today.
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Hashtag nose.
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Hashtag gross.
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Used our phones to pretend to take creep shots of other kids in broadcasting and add the
caption.
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Yo, this boy brought his dog to school.
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Hashtag suspended.
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Hashtag hashtags are dumb.
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It didn't take long for our fake account to start getting more followers than any other gossip
account we could find.
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We originally started this experiment to see how online gossip would affect us in school.
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And yes, it may have also been a joke.
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But the most interesting thing we found was nothing.
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Nothing was happening.
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How did it affect the school day?
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It didn't.
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Because teens don't talk about this stuff in school anymore.
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We don't pass notes.
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We send texts with our phones hidden under our desks.
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We don't tell people about incidents that happened in class.
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We post it on TikTok.
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Our generation prefers talking digitally with each other from a distance than communicating with
each other in the real world.
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Is that really a bad thing?
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Maybe.
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Maybe not.
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What people think of social media seems to really depend on their age.
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But that's not a new idea.
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This happens every time.
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It happened with the introduction of telephones, radio, the telegraph, the newspaper, the postal
system.
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As technology changes and innovates the way we interact, like it has since the dawn of man, we
will always be in the middle of this debate.
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The only thing that's actually changing is how hard it is for younger people to cope with living in
a digital world.
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As communication drifts further and further away from the real world, so will our collective
consciousness.
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The isolation of the internet and computers and our phones are constantly getting more and
more extreme.
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And it doesn't ook like that will stop being true anytime soon.
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So there's no telling what our children will have to deal with in the future.
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The worlds we create that act as a curse for them.
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